Application for Permit for Public Display under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act 


March 12, 1985 


Sea World, Inc. « 1720 South Shores Road « Mission Bay « San Diego, California 92109 « (619) 222-6363 


PAP 


IitI. 


Sea World, Inc. is a subsidiary of Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, Inc. a publicly owned company. Sea World, Inc. 
operates marine zooligical parks located in San Diego, 
California, Aurora, Ohio and Orlando, Florida. 


Address all correspondence to: 


Lanny H. Cornell, D.V.M. 
Sea World, Inc. 

1720 South Shores Road 

San Diego, California 92109 
(619) 222-6363 


rv. 


A. 


Number Common & Scientific Name Type 


6 Pseudorca crassidens, Import/maintain 
pacific black whale or for public educa- 
false killer whale tional display 


Sea World, Inc. would like to import to the United 
States up to six pacific black whales which are either 
currently maintained or will be maintained by Kamogawa 
Sea World, Japan. Young adults of either sex are 
acceptable from approximately 300-400 cm in length and 
weighing approximately 250-600 kg. 


Sea World, Inc. would like to import these animals 
beginning in May 1985. We request the permit be valid 
for at least 3 years. The importation would originate 
either from Kamogawa-City, Tokyo or Fukuoka, Japan, to 
Sea World, San Diego, California or other Sea World 
parks, 


Pseudorca crassidens has a wide range, encompassing all 


temperate and tropical seas. They often are involved in 
mass strandings on the Atlantic side of the United 
States, from North Carolina south, particularly along 
the Florida Coast. These animals are also known to be 
common off the Pacific Coast of the main Japanese 
island, Honshu, and off Hawaii. They are not endangered 
or threatened, and more recent information states 
pacific biack whales are not rare within their range. 


Information on the population of Pseudorca crassidens 
was obtained from the following sources: 


NOAA Technical Report NMFS Circular 444, July 1982. 


Leatherwood, S.L.; Reeves, R.R.; The Sierra Club 


Handbook of Whales and Dolphins. Sierra Club 
Books, 1983, 


Watson, lLyall; Sea Guide to Whales of the 
World. New York: E.P. Dutton, 1981. 


Further research waS conducted with direct reference to 
the Japanese population with the following results; 


According to the Whales Research Institute #23 (Kasuya, 
Toshio), the Globicephalid whales, consisting of pilot 
whales, Risso's dolphins and Pseudorca, are 3 to17 


Vv. 


times more abundant than sperm whales. The latter, are 
censused closely at the direction of the International 
Whaling Commission. According to the report of the 
Subcommittee on Sperm Whales (IWC/36/4), the estimated 
number of "exploitable sperm whales ranges from 62,000 
to 87,000 animals. This data would indicate there are 
considerably more animals in the unexploitable category 
-- females with calves, pregnant females and younger 
males. Thus if Pseudorca are one-third of the 
Globicephalids (Kasuya indicates they are seen 2 to 3 
times more often than Grampus and Globicephala and are 
twice as numerous, with the mean pod size in the range 
of 55 animals), we can extrapolate that their 
population numbers fall in a minimum range of 10,000 to 
20,000 animals. This would mean they are at least as 
abundant as Lagenorhynchus off the southern California 
coastline. 


E. Not Applicable. ‘Application is for import only. 


F. The animals to be imported are collected in Japan in a 
lawful and humane manner and in accordance with current 
Japanese regulations. None are nursing, pregnant or 
under eight months of age at the time of take. 


Of the estimated over 100 million people who annually attend 
zoos, over seven percent (7 million) attend Sea World parks. 
From the opening of its first park in San Diego in 1964, Sea 
World, Inc., has hosted nearly 75 million visitors. In the 
last 10 years, Sea World has shown an average annual 
corporate attendance increase of 10.25 percent. Assuming a 
modest three percent annual increase over the next ten 
years, annual attendance at the three existing Sea World 
parks through 1992 will exceed 10 million each year. Past 
marketing research shows that the largest group of Sea World 
visitors are young families with children. 


In addition to the general public, more than 1.5 million 
students have participated in Sea World's award winning 
education programs since their official inception in 1972. 
The mainstay of the education program in all three parks is 
a project called "Exploration Breach," five units for all 
grade levels. Other programs include: "Underwater Friends" 
for students in pre-grade 3 levels; youth awards for 
Campfire, Scouts and youth groups; career explorations; 
"Interworlds" for students K-4; in-depth studies for high 
school and college students (many in cooperation with the 
University of California-San Diego and San Diego State 
University) and continuing education units which bring 
marine science instructors to the classroom. In addition 


VI. 


VII. 


Sea World offers a preceptorship program to upper level 


veterinary medical students interested in marine and 
zoological medicine. Additional information is available on 
request. 


AN INFORMED AND EDUCATED PUBLIC CONSTITUTES THE BEST 
PROTECTION FOR OUR MARINE MAMMAL RESOURCES. 


This application is not for scientific research. 


A. ls Not applicable 


26 Not applicable 


B. 1. Not applicable 
Z« Not applicable 


36 During transport the animals will be supported by 
specially designed material stretchers, foam 
rubber, and water in transport units constructed 
of fiberglass over plywood. The units are water 
tight and measure a minimum of 12' long, 3' wide 
and 3' high. 


See Attachment A, p. 6. 


4. The animals will be transported by truck and 
charter or commercial airlines from Japan to one 
of the permanent Sea World marine zoological 
parks. It is anticipated that the length of time 
in transit will be 35 hours or less. 


Sea World's Typical 
Small Cetacean Transport Unat 


i 


SON 
WU 


Ld body may be covered 
with a protective ointment 


in some cases a sheet 
may be used to cover animal 
OMe 


—————’ 


bm Te 


material stretcher 
provides sling for 


animal support 
cut-away sections for flippers 


foam rubber or other similar 
a material may be used for support or padding 


Attachment A 
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Special care during the entire transport will 
include: 


a) Insuring even weight distribution with 
slings, foam padding, etc. 


b) Use of moisture, water, ointments, etc. 
to prevent drying as needed, 


c) Protection from excess sunlight through 
cooling techniques. 


d) Insuring adequate ventilation. 


e) Fasting animals as needed to prevent 
fecal soiling and motion sickness. 


The animals will be transported in a manner which 
includes supervision by one or more Sea World 
veterinary medical/curatorial staff attendants 
experienced in transporting marine mammals. The 
names of some of these individuals and the years 
of experience of each are given below: 


Sea World, Inc. 


Sea World, San Diego 
1720 So. Shores Rd. 
San Diego, California 92109 


Lanny H. Cornell, D.V.M. 

Vice President/Zoological Director 

Sea World Enterprises, Inc. 

19 years of experience with marine mammals 


Donald Goldsberry 
Corporate Director of Collecting 
26 years of experience with marine mammals 


James E. Antrim, B.S. 
Curator of Mammals 
ll years of experience with marine mammals 


Thomas A. Goff, B.S. 
Assistant Curator of Mammals 
9 years of experience with marine mammals 


Dee Cross 
Supervisor of Anima] Care 
10 years of experience with marine mammals 


Gary Albrechtsen, A.A. 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
10 years of experience with marine mammals 


Santos Cazares 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
12 years of experience with marine mammals 


Marilyn Dudley 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
8 years of experience with marine mammals 


Mike Glenn 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
5 years of experience with marine mammals 


Bernice Stark, B.A., M.T. (ASCP) 
Medical Technologist 
7 years of experience with marine mammals 


Sea World of Ohio 
1100 Sea World Drive 
Aurora, Ohio 44202 


Stan W. Searles 
Curator of Mammals and Birds 
15 years of experience with marine mammals 


Dudley Wigdahl 
Assistant Curator of Mammals and Birds 
9 years of experience with marine mammals 


G. William Hughes 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
4 years of experience with marine mammals 


Barbara Throssel 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
5 years of experience with marine mammals 


Marcella Marquez 
Medical Technologist 
8 years of experience with marine mammals 


Sea World of Florida 
7007 Sea World Drive 
Orlando, Florida 32821 


Edward D. Asper 
Vice President/General Curator 
24 years of experience with marine mammals 


W. Glenn Young, B.S. 
Assistant Curator of Mammals and Birds 
ll years of experience with marine mammals 


Bob Wagoner 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
10 years of experience with marine mammals 


Patrick W. Sassic, B.S. 
Supervisor of Animal Care 
6 years of experience with marine mammals 


Robin Friday 
Supervisor of Animal Care 
4 years of experience with marine mammals 


Gregory P. Case 
Laboratory Supervisor 
9 years of experience with marine mammals 


Julie Ensor 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
4 years of experience with marine mammals 


Steve Lehr 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
8 years of experience with marine mammals 


Jayne Marsh 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
6 years of experience with marine mammals 


Dave Orndorff 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
8 years of experience with marine mammals 


Randy Runnells 
Senior Animal Care Specialist 
6 years of experience with marine mammals 


D. O. Beusse, Jr., D.V.M. 
Staff Veterinarian 
ll years of experience with marine mammals 


& D. 


See attached letter from Lanny H. Cornell, D.V.M. 
Pp, ii. 


Sea World, San Diego, California - 93-C-69 
Sea World, Aurora, Ohio ~ OH-C-349 


Sea World, Orlando, Florida - 58-EL-77 


No variances are required. 


Sea World, Inc. currently maintains the 3 largest 
marine mammal husbandry and public display 
facilities in the world. All specifications of 
Sea World's cetacean holding facilities are on 
file with the USDA and National Marine Fisheries 
Service Office of Marine Mammals and Endangered 
Species, These facilities are adequate for all 
the additional animals being requested in this 
application. 


Not Applicable. 


Sea World, Inc.'s marine mammal inventory is 
currently on file with National Marine Fisheries 
Service and is kept up to date on their computer. 
All necropsy reports are also currently up to date 
and have been previously submitted or are in the 
process of preparation and will be submitted ina 
timely manner. 
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March 11, 1985 


Director 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 20235 


Dear Sir: 

This letter is to certify that I am a licensed veterinarian 
in the State of California and that I am knowledgeable in the 
field of marine mammal medicine and care. 

I further certify that I have personally reviewed the 
arrangements for transport and care for the Pseudorca crassidens 
and that these arrangements are adequate to provide for the well 
being of the animals. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lanny of bi Apeeeen 


LHC.1d 


Sea World, Inc. « 1720 South Shores Road « Miasidit Bay e San Diego, California 92109 » (619) 222-6363 
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Mortalities since the date of Sea World's last 
permit application have been minimal and, for the 
most part, occurred in animals which have chronic 
internal problems. All of these mortalities were, 
for the most part, not unexpected. Many of these 
mammals had been treated over long periods of time 
utilizing the latest techniques with regard to the 
current state of the art, and representing 
thousands of dollars in expenditures by Sea World 
for medication, equipment and diagnostic tests. 
It should be noted that each animal at Sea World 
undergoes periodic routine physical examinations 
using the latest laboratory techniques including 
blood chemistry analyses and other specific 
diagnostic tests to insure the animals' current 
health and well being. 


Most of these marine animals come to us _ with 
chronic disease problems that may not be evident 
for some time after their collection. These 
disease problems include severe parasitic 
infestations of various organs of the body 
including the lungs, heart, liver, intestine, 
pancreas and the brain as well. It is often 
difficult, and sometimes impossible, to rid the 
animals of these parasitic problems without 
leaving even more damage in the animal's body as a 
result of the destroyed parasites. Most of the 
animals with severe problems would probably die in 
the wild. It is possible, in fact, that many of 
these animals, because they are in a_ controlled 
environment and are treated for their ailments, 
are able to live longer than they would be able to 
in the wild. Obviously, not all of the deaths 
that occur are related to chronic problems. Steps 
that are taken to prevent illness and death in our 
display animals make up an intensive preventative 
medicine program, which includes vaccinations, 
routine physical examinations, research on disease 
forms and constant therapeutic improvements. 


Sea World has in the past, and will in the future, 
maintain the highest standard of animal husbandry 
and medical care for the animals whose lives are 
our sole responsibility. In addition, Sea World 
has in the past, and will in the future, provide 
many specimens with surroundings conducive to 
reproduction. 


15 


VIII. 


IX. 


Certification: 


"I hereby certify that the foregoing information is 
complete, true, and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. I understand that this information is 
submitted for the purpose of obtaining a permit under 
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1361-1407) and regulations promulgated thereunder, and 
that any false statement may subject me to the criminal 
penalties of 18 U.S.C. 1001, or to penalties provided 
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972." 


Bi 

Lanny H. Cornell, D. 
Vice President/Zoological Director 
Sea World Enterprises, Inc. 
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